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ECissues

advisory on
use of Al

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ahead of Delhi Assembly
polls, the Election Com-
mission on Thursday is-
sued a fresh advisory to
political parties, asking
them to ensure responsible
use of Artificial Intelli-
gence-generated content.
This requires parties to
label any material generat-
ed by Al with notations
such as “Al-Generated”, or
“Digitally Enhanced”.

Erode East
bypoll: filing of
nominations
ends today

The Hindu Bureau

ERODE

The filing of nominations
for the byelection to the
Erode (East) Assembly
constituency, which be-
gan on January 10, will
conclude today.

Following the death of
Congress MLA EVKS.
Elangovan, the Election
Commission had, on Janu-
ary 7, announced that the
byelection to the consti-
tuency would be held on
February 5.

Although nominations
could be filed from Janu-
ary 10 to 17, they were not
accepted on January 11 (se-
cond Saturday) and Janu-
ary 14, 15 and 16 (govern-
ment holidays for Pongal).
Consequently, nomina-
tions were filed on January
10 and 13, with January 17
being the last date.

On the first day, three
candidates filed their
nominations, while six
candidates filed their pap-
ers on the second day. On
Friday, DMK candidate
V.C. Chandhirakumar and
Naam Tamilar Katchi can-
didate M.K. Seethalakshmi
would file their
nominations.

Scrutiny on January 18
The scrutiny of nomina-
tions would take place on
January 18, and the last
date for the withdrawal of
candidature is January 20.
The counting of the votes
would be carried out on
February. 8, and the entire
election process would be
completed by February
10.
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ECI asks parties
to label Al-made
poll materials

" DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 16

In the wake of the growing .
use of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) in election cam-
paigns, the Election
Commission of India
(ECI) issued an advisory
on Thursday urging polit-
ical parties to clearly
label Al-generated con-
tent used in their cam-

_ paigns. The ECI empha-
sised that the use of Al,
particularly in content
creation, has the potential
to significantly influence
voter opinions.

To promote transparen-
cy and accountability, the
ECI called for all Al-gener-
ated or digitally altered
materials, such as images,
videos, and audio, to be
explicitly marked with
labels such as “Al-gener-

ated,” “digitally-
enhanced,” or “synthetic
content.”

It said such disclosure
must be made wherever
synthetic content is-
utilised in campaign
materials, advertisements
or promotional content
disseminated online or at

The ECI called for all
Al-generated or digitally
altered materials, such as
images, videos, and audio,
to be explicitly marked
with labels such as
“Al-generated,” “digitally
enhanced,” or “synthetic
content.”

other platforms. “All
political parties are urged
to adhere to the advisory
to ensure fair, transpar-
ent and responsible use of
emerging technologies in
election campaigning,”
the ECI said. ;
Chief election commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar had
recently cautioned
against the potential of AT
and deep fakes in com-
pounding the malaise of
misinformation. He had
expressed concern that
deep fakes and misinfor-
mation have the potential
to erode trust in electoral
processes. :
During last year’s Lok
Sabha elections, the com-
mission had issued guide-
lines for responsible and
ethical use of social media
platforms.
- mP7

ECI ASKS PARTIES TO LABEL
Al-MADE POLL MATERIALS

FROM PG1 :

The guidelines sought to
curb the possibility of disturb-
ing the level playing field by
the political parties and their
representatives by using
“deepfakes”, Al-generated dis-
torted content and ensure
strict avoidance of any wrong-
ful use of the same by political
parties and their representa-
tives.

“With the increasing use of
- AT technologies in political
campaigning, it is essential to.
maintain fransparency and
accountability, as the Al-gener-
ated content, including
images, videos and audio, has
the potential to influence voter
opinion and trust,” the ECI
told heads of recognised
national and state parties.
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/G’garh civic polis to
be held with EVMs

Raipur: The ensuing poils to
the urban local bodies in
Chhattisgarh would be held
with electronic voting
machines (EVMs). A notifica-
tion to the effect has been
issued here, A gazette notifi-
cation issued by the-state
government said that the
upcoming polls to the urban
local bodies would be held
with the EVMs instead of
ballot papers. The last polls
to the urban local bodies in
the state, held in 2019, were
conducted with baliot
papers. The civic bady polls
in the state were held with
EVMs till 2014 when BJP was
in power in the state.
However, the Congress
which returned to power in-
Chhattisgarh in 2018 had
decided to hold the civic
body polls with ballot
papers instead of EVMs. The
elections to the three-tier
panchayat raj bodies will
however be held with ballot
papers for technical reasons,
official sources said.
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Over 4L unaccountedvg
cash seized from two
traders in Erode East

Times News NETWORK

Erode: More than 74 lakh un-
accounted cash was seized
from two traders on Thursday,
taking the sum of money
seized by the election flying
squads in Erode East assembly
segment to 712 lakh since the
model code of conduct came
into force on January 7.

One of the three flying
squads were conducting a ve-
hicle check at Kumalankuttai

in theearly hoursof Thursday,

when they intercepted a can
The squad members searched
the car and found 2.2 lakh in
cash. The person driving the
caridentified himself asKMu-
neer, of Malappuram in Kera-
la, and said the money was
meant for buying cattle from
Karungalpalayam livestock

market. Since he was not able
to produce documents to show
the source of the money, the
cash was seized and handed
overipthe freasury.

Later in the day, the offi-
cials were conducting a vehi-
cle check on Perundurai Road
when they found unaccounted
cashof ¥2lakhinacarthat was
driven by U Hariprakash, of
Bhavani.

On Wednesday night too,
officials had seized %2 lakh
from a trader from Kerala,
identified as H Rafeeq of Kol-
lam. Like Muneer, he too said
the cash was meant for buying
cattle. Election officials said
the seized amounts would be
handed over to the traders as
and when they produce docu-
ments to show the source of
the money.
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Election officials seize
Rs 6.20 L unaccounted
cash in Erode (East)

appuram in Kerala was stopped
by fiying squad sleuths at Kuma-

EC issues advisory on _use'
of Al in poll campaigning

NEW DELHIE: As usage
intelligence increases

of artificial

in campaigning
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shandy, volice said. However, the

money was seized as he could not

furnish proper documents.
Similarly, Muneer from Mal-

Of the Rs 12.72 1akh seized so
far from nine persons Rs 3.30
lakh was returned after claim-
anis furnished documents.

DMK, NTK candidates to file papers for bypoll today

CHENNAL: The Erode East
byelection, scheduled for
February 5, is shaping up to
be a straight fight between the
DME and Naam Tamilar
Katchi (NTK). Both the parties’
candidates are set to file their
nominations on January 17.

The DMK has fielded senior lead-
er VC Chandhirakumar as its
candidate. Chandhirakumar,
who serves as the DMK's assis-
tant propaganda secretary, was
formerly associated with the
DMDEK, where he held the posi-

tion of propaganda secretary. He
joined the DMK in 2016 and has
since risen through the ranks..
Chief Minister and DMK Presi-
dent MK Stalin announced Chan-
dhirakumar’s candidacy on Janu-
ary 11. Chandhirakumar expressed
confidence in winning the seat with
a margin of one lakh votes. He at-
tributed his confidence to the DMK
government’s welfare schemes,
such as free fravel for women,
which have reportedly gained wide-
spread public approval.
Actor-turned-politician Seeman,
founder of NTK, announced

MK Seethalakshmi, the party’s
women’s wing state coordinator,
as the candidate for the byelection.

In a statement on his official X
account, Seeman said, “I am
pleased to announce that my dear
sister, MK Seethalakshmi, who
holds a master's degree and
MPhil will contest on behalf of
the Naam Tamilar Katchi.”

He called upon party members
and office bearers to provide full
support for her campaign. “I sin-
cerely request the cooperation of
all state, zonal, district, and con-
stituency-level office bearers, as

well as members of Naam Tami-
lar Katchi, to ensure victory for
the party in the Erode East
by-election.”

The ATADMK, DMDK, and BJP
have opted out of the by-election.
The AIADMK announced its with-
drawal on January 11, citing con-
cerns over alleged misuse of gov-
ernment machinery and money
power by the ruling DMK in previ-
ous elections. The DMDK and BJP
also cited similar concerns when
they withdrew on January 12. This
hasled to the fight between the Dra-
vidian stalwart and minnows NTK.
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