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Meta CEO’s description of
.ok Sabha election result is
‘misinformation’: Minister

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Information and
Broadcasting and Electron-
ics and Information Tech-
nology Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Monday ac-
cused Meta founder and
CEO Mark Zuckerberg of
furthering “misinforma-
tion” with his characterisa-

| tion of the 2024 Lok Sabha

election as a loss for the
“incumbent” government.

“People of India reaf-
firmed their trust in NDA
[National Democratic Al-
liance] led by PM @naren-
dramodi Ji's leadership,”
Mr. Vaishnaw said.

In an almost three-hour
discussion on the popular
Joe Rogan Experience pod-
cast, Mr. Zuckerberg said:
“I kind of think that the
reaction to COVID proba-
bly caused a breakdown of

Ashwini Vaishnaw

trust in a lot of govern-
ments around the world...
2024 was a big election
year around the world,
and there are all these
countries, India, just like a
ton of countries that had
elections... And the incum-
bents basically lost every
single one.”

This was the only time
in the interaction that Mr.
Zuckerberg mentioned In-
dia in the conversation.

“Mr. Zuckerberg’s claim

that most incumbent go-
vernments, including India
in 2024 elections, lost post-
COVID is factually incor-
rect,” Mr. Vaishnaw said on
X.
“From free food for 800
million, 2.2 billion free vac-
cines, and aid to nations
worldwide during COVID,
to leading India as the fas-
test-growing major econo-
my, Prime Minister Naren-
dra  Modi’s decisive
third-term victory is a tes-
tament to good gover-
nance and public trust.”

“@Meta, it’s disappoint-
ing to see misinformation
from Mr. Zuckerberg him-
self,” Mr. Vaishnaw said.
“Let’s uphold facts and
cradibility”

A Meta spokesperson
did not have an immediate
comment on Mr. Vaish-
naw’s response when con-
tacted on Monday evening.
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6 more file papers
to contest bypoll
for Erode East

COIMBATORE: After ATADMEK and
BJI’steppedﬂutoftherageinthe
Erode East bypoll, six more

 candidates filed their nomination

on Monday, taking the tally to nine.

Litfleknown Marumalarchi Janata
Katchi state general secretary Anand
(40) of Dharmapuri, A Mani alias ‘Paa-
nai’ Mani (80), an MGR Makkal
Katchi functionary from Ra-

‘manathapuram and four other

independent candidates - Rajasekar
(87) of Salem, Gopalakrishn (33) of
Sanjay Nagar, Isakki Muthu of
Chennai and Muhammed

* of Erode - filed their nominations.

“Paanai’ Mani came with a plastic

~ pot on his head to file his nomination.

“] am contesting for the 26th time. 1
aim to win the polls to fulfil all basic

* amenities of people,” he said.

With the fresh set of nominations,

 ninepersons have filed thelr

nominations to contest the by-polls as

- three independents, including
‘election king' K Padmarajan, Noor
- Muhammed and an ex-army officer,

filed their nominations on day one.
DMK candidate VC Chandrakumar
is expected to file the nomination on
January 17, the final day for filing
nominations. Ganasangam Party of
India candidate Dharmalingam
picked up an argument with police
after he was denied entry fo file the
nomination as he turned up late. NTK
candidate is et to be announced.
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