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BJP attempting to enrol fake voters
on a large scale’ in New Delhi: AAP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party on
Saturday accused the BJP
of submitting fake voter re-
gistration applications on a
“large scale” in a “deliber-
ate” attempt to manipulate
the Delhi Assembly elec-
tion process. It said such
practices raise doubts on
the conduct of free and fair
elections in the national
capital.

The party said it had
brought these fake applica-
tions to the notice of the
Election Commission (EC).

Ata press conference on
Saturday, AAP Rajya Sabha
member Sanjay Singh al-
leged that several voter re-
gistration applications us-
ing the residential
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sparks fly: The New Delhi

constituency is seeing a tough battle

between Arvind Kejriwal and his BJP and Congress rivals. ANI

addresses of BJP leaders
and addresses of small
shops and basements
across the New Delhi con-
stituency were sent to the
EC.

“An application has
been filed to register 33 vo-

ters from the MP’s official
residence occupied by BJP
candidate [New Delhi seat]
Parvesh Verma, who was
supposed to vacate his
home after his term ended.
From a two-bedroom flat
at 212 VP House, applica-

tions have been made for
24 voter registrations. It is

absurd and raeks of delib-
erate manipulation,” Mr.
Singh said.

Mr. Singh said filing fake
applications amounted to
tampering with the electo-
ral rolls. “This calculated
assault on democratic inte-
grity shows the BJP’s des-
peration to rig elections,”
Mr. Singh said.

He alleged that over 20
names have been sent
from the address of a
three-bedroom flat, 20
from a basement in Jor
Bagh and 21 from a small
shop in the Sangli Mess
area, apart from official re-
sidences of BJP MPs.
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‘BJP attempting to enrol
fake voters in New Delhi’

“All these addresses are not in some distant part
of the country but under the very nose of the EC
office,” Mr. Singh said.

He urged the media to check how many voters
from these addresses exercised their franchise in
the Lok Sabha election held recently and how ma-
ny fresh applications were submitted in the past 15

days.

“I am making these claims based on official EC
documents. Each of these claims can be verified.
Applications have been submitted, and it is the
responsibility of the election officer to resolve
these issues. The work that should be done by
them, catching these irregularities, is unfortu-
nately being carried out by us,” Mr. Singh said.
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Chennai: ATADMK general
secretary Edappadi K Pala-
niswami and DMDK general
secretary Premalatha Vijaya-
kant on Saturday announced
that their parties would boy-
cott the Erode East by-poll
scheduled for Feb 5. NTK
chief coordinator Seeman
said the party would contest,
and the candidate would be
made known on Jan14.
Palaniswami’s announce-
ment followed a meeting of
district secretaries at the
ATADMK headquarters. He
cited concerns about the rul-
ing DMK party's alleged mis-
use of power, violence, and
voter intimidation as the rea-
son for the boycott. “As they
will not let the people cast
their votes freely; and the by-
poll will not be held freely, the
ATADMK boycotts the by-
poll,” the former chief minis-
ter said. This decision comes
less than six months after the

party boycotted the Vikra-

5PS, Premalatha say bypoll won't
fair; NTK to contest -

UP IN ARMS: AIADMK womens wing stage a pmtest against women
safety on Anna University campus at Saidapet in Chennai on Sat-

urday

vandi by-poll. given oldagepensionand oth-
Accusing the DMK of dis- er welfare schemes of the

tributingcash and giftstovot-  govt,” hesaid.

ers during the previous Palaniswami accused the

ErodeEastbypoll, Palaniswa- DMK of “undermining de-

mi alleged that voters were maocracy through the use of

threatened with. withdrawal
of govt welfare schemes if
theydidnotremaininanarea
throughout the day as direct-
ed by the ruling party “It's
heartbreaking to see the way
the people were treated like
refugees in their own land,
fearingthethreatof notbeing

power and resorting to vio-
lence, forgetting the great-
nessof democracy”
Premalatha alleged DMK
secured victory in the Erode
Eastby-election throughanti-
democratic ways, and the up-
comingelection wouldalsobe
held in asimilar fashion.
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But this time, the PM-led panel will decide 0

§=W DELHE: All eyes are on the
Supreme Court which will
axamine the law on appointing
members of the Election
Commission as its validity has
been challenged for not having
the Chief Justice of India (CJI)
as a member of the selection
panel.

The Chief Election Commissioner
and other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Ser-
vice and Term of Office) Act, which
came into force in December 2023,
was first used to appoint Gyanesh
Kumar and SS Sandhu as Election
Commissioners in March 2024 {0
fill up the vacancies created follow-
ing the resignation of Arun Goel
and retirement of Anup Chandra
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All eyes on apex court as next poll
he chosen as per new law

Pandey. With Chief Election Com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar demitting
offica on February 18 on attaining
the age of 65, the Iaw will be applied
for the first time to appeint a CEC.

Before the new law on the ap-
pointment of CEC and ECs came
into force, the election commis-
sipners were appoinfed by the
President on the government’s rac-
ommendation. And as per conven-
tion, the senior-most Election __
Commissioner was elevated
as CEC.

But this time, the PM-
led panel will decide ona
new EC. Between Gva- o8
nesh Kumar and
Sandhu, the former is
senior.

Gyanesh Kumar

has a tenure till January 26, 2029
when he furns 5. :
According to the law, a search
committes headed by the law min-
ister and comprising two Union
secrataries will prepare a panel of

* five names for the selection com-

mittee to take a call.

The salection commitiee, headed
by the Prime Minister and compris-
ing a Union minister named by the
PM and the Leader of Opposition

i Lok Sabha, will recom-

mend a name to the presk

. dent for appointment as

_ CEC or election- commis-
: sioner.

According fo Section
=1 5 of the law, the selec-

= tion panel has the
ﬂ power to consider

n a new Election Commissioner

oven those not shori-listed py the
law minister-led search committee.

A 1591 law on CEC and election
commissioners dealt with their sal-
aries and service conditions bui
not the method of appointment.

In its March 2, 2023 verdict; a Su-
preme Court Bench headed by Jus-
tice KM Joseph (since retired) had
set up & panel comprising the
Prime Minister, the Leader of Op-
position and the CJI to appoint the
CEC and election commissioners.

Later, when the government
brought the Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Election Com-
missioners (Appointment, Condi-
tions of Service and Term of Office)
Bill, it replaced the CJI with a Un-
ion minister to be named by the PM
in the selection panel.
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