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# Challenges EC to release CCTV footages

NCP-SP neta alleges booth
capturing in Parli Assembly

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUMBALI, JAN. 10

Sharad Pawar-led NCP
(SP) on Friday made seri-
ous allegations against the
state branch of Election
Commission - of India
(ECD in connection with
- the alleged booth captur-
ing in the Parli Assembly
constituency of Beed dis-
trict. Senmior NCP (SP)
leader Jitendra Awhad
alleged that 201 booths
were alleged that the dis-
trict collector, SP of Beed
and an election observer
were Hand in gloves in the
booth capturing and
demanded that the ECI
should make public the
CCTV footage of 122
polling booths.

Nearly 50 days after the
Assembly election results
were - announced, NCP
(SP) made these allega-
tions. NCP (SP) candidate

- NCP (SP) leader said
that the Bombay high
court had directed to
provide tight security fo
122 booths with continu-
ous monitoring by CCTVs

Dhananjay Munde by the
margin of more than one
lakh votes. :

Addressing a press con-
ference at NCP (SP) office
in South Mumbai, Mr
Awhad said that the way
the polling booths were
captured in the Parli
Assembly constituency, he
is worried about how the
republic can remain alive
in the country.

“If it is decided by the
administration that a par-
ticular candidate should
be chosen, the administra-
tion can do anything. The
best example of this is the
Parli Assembly con-
stituency. in Beed,” he
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leader also claimed that
there are 386 polling
booths in Parli Assembly.
Of these, there was booth
capturing at 201 places. We
have video clips of four
polling booths, he claimed.

Mr Awhad further said
that the Bombay high
court had directed to pro-
vide tight security to 122
booths with continuous
monitoring by CCTVs.
“We demand that the ECI
should make CCTV
footage of 122 booths avail-
able i pubhc domain,” he
said:

Cha]lenging the ECI to
prove his allggations
wrong by releasing the
video footage of 122
booths, Mr Awhad claimed
that when a voter went to
the polling booth, he was
inked by the election offi-
cer but -‘subsequently
someone else pressed the
EVM button. He had

Raje Saheb Deshmukh said. shared a video of the same
was defeated by The senior NCP' (SP) onhis X handle.
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FREEBIES DOMINATE DELHI ELECTIONS

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 10

Delhi’s political dis-
course is currently

being dominated by con-.

versations around “free-
bies” ahead of the
Assembly polls over-
shadowing other major
issues, including pollu-
tion, law and order,

crimes against women,
and infrastructure.

While AAP supremo
‘Arvind Kejriwal has
promised financial assis
tance to Residential
Welfare Associations

(RWAs) to hire security '

guards when the party
returns to power in the
national capital,
Congress has countered

it w1th its ‘Pyaari D1d1
Yojana,’ offering ¥2,500
monthly for women,
alongside the ‘Jeevan
Raksha Yojana,” which
promises insurance cov-
erage of up to ¥25 lakh.

Even Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, who
termed these free
schemes as ‘free ki
revdi’ once.
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K.Padmarajan, an independent, nicknamed ‘Election King’ for having contested
in a record number of elections, submits his nomination papers for the bypoll to the
Erode (East) Assembly constituency with Returning Officer and Corporation
Commissioner N.. Manish- on Friday. Three candidates, including two independents,
filed their nomination papers on Friday to contest the byelection scheduled on
February 5. Candidates can file their nominations on January 13 and 17, while
scrutiny of the papers will take place on January 18. The last date for withdrawing -
candidature is January 20. - : —Zakeer Hussain
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NTK gets stats parly
status, no symbol yet

CHENNAI: The Election Commission
of India (ECI) has recognised
Seeman’s Naam Tamilar Katchi
(NTK) as a state party in Tamil
Nadu based on its performance in
the Lok Sabha polls, in which it
secured over 8 per cent vote share.
However, the commission stated
that it could not allocate the
symbols they had sought. The NTK
leadership has been advisad to
propose a preference from the list
of free symhois available on the
ECI's website or propose three new
symbols for the ECI's considera-
tion, Ashwani Kumar Mohal, ECI
secretary, said in an official
communication to the NTK
president on Friday.
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Frode East bypoll: 3
file papers on Day One

COIMBATORE: Three -
independent candidates,
including ‘election king’
K Padmarajan, filed
their nominations, on
the first day when
nominations were
thrown open for Erode
East bypoll on Friday.

‘Election king’ K Padmara-
jan, a native of Mettur in
Salem, didn’t disappoint
this time too. He was the
first to file his nomination
for the bypoll warranted fol-
lowing the demise of leader
EVKS Elangovan.

“I am contesting for the
247th time in an election. I
contested last in the
Wayanad Lok Sabha polls.
Since 1988, I have been un-
successful in contesting in
the polls, and that’s my suc-
cess. My intention is not to
win but to lose. I have spent
Rsone crore so far to contest
in poils,” he said to the me-
dia after handing over his

papers for contesting.

Another independent, K
Maduraivinayakam, ex-ar-
my officer from Attur in
Karur, filed his nomination
in armed forces attire. ‘I
have served the nation in
the Army for 22 years. After
retivement, I decided to
serve people by contesting
the polls,” he said. He had
already contested unsuc-
cessfully in Pollachi LS poll
and Vikravandi by-poll.

Similarly, another inde-
pendent, Noor Muhammed
from Coimbatore, who- had
contested several polls un-
successfully, came to file the
nomination performing fu-
neral music. He was carry-
ing a firepot and a conch,
wearing a symbolic dress of
a graveyard worker.

“T intend to sound a death
imell to the cuiture of get-
ting money for votes.Iwant-
ed to perform a funeral to
the practice of cash for votes
in polls,” he said.
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