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The perception shift against the AAP in the Delhi election
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he 2025 Delhi Assembly
election was nothing short

of a political turing point,
reshaping the electoral landscape
of India’s capital in ways few had
anticipated. Data from Codemo
and PeoplesPulse’s survey reveal
major shifts in voter behaviour,
gender-based voting patterns, and
the underlying factors that in-
fluenced the outcome at the polls.
The survey was conducted over
more than two months with a sam-
ple size of 30,000. Samples were
:n[lecl.-.d from a relephnnz survey

After enjoying 58.1% support in early January, the Aam Aadmi Party experienced a drastic fall

48.5% and 7% over the same pe-
riod (Chart 2).

The AAP had huge electoral suc-
cess in 2015 and 2020 banking on
its promise of providing corrup-
ton-free governance and populist
schemes. In 2025, the BJP and
Congress c:plra!lscd on the al-
Iegud corruption in the Delhi ex-
cise policy, significantly damaging
the AAP’s corruption-free party
image. Additionally, the BJP was
successful in convincing voters
that it wouldn't stop the welfare
schemes and financial incentives
provided by the AAP government
if voted to power.

Female and male voters
The AAP announced the Mahila

delling technique was empruyed
where a large poll sample was
combined with Census data and
analysed using multi-level regres-
sion to estimate voter preferences.

Peaks and troughs
In the early days of campaigning,
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) re-
mained ahead of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) in perception vote
share (voters' perception of which
party would win), indicating that a
larger section of voters believed it
coulld retum to power.

The AAP's perception vote
share surged in the initial days ful;.

Yojana scheme and
opened registrations for it, which
provided the party with an initial
boost with fernale voters. Till fanu-
ary 10, the party received more
than 67% of the female vote share.
whereas the BJP managed 28%.
However, all the gains were un-
done in the final phase, with the
AAP’s vote share among women
dropping to 50.2%, while the BJP
and Congress gained at its ex-
pense, rising to 41.8% and 6.1%,
respectively. This decline could be
attributed to the lack of financial
assistance for femnale voters before
the election, unlike in the Maha-
rashtra and elections.

lowing the

Additionally, the BJP and Congress

schemes such as the Mahila Sam-
man Yojana and Sanjeevani Yoja-
na, rising to 58.1% tll January |
(Chart 1. However, its fortunes
started declining after the BJP’s
campaign machinery was set in
motion ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's first rally on Janu-
ary 5. From January 1, AAP’s per-
ception vote share margin over the
BJP dropped from +19.8% points to
-11.8% points.

The AAP’s vote share peaked at
49.2% on January | and steadily de-
clined thereafter, dropping to
40.5% by February 4. Meanwhile,
the B/P and Congress improved
their vote share by 4.7% pointsand
2.3% points respectively to reach

countered the AAP by promising
similar schemes and financial in-
centives. In the survey, the AAP's
vote share among female voters
was 50.2% in 2025 compared to
62.4% in the 2020 Delhi election.

The BJP had an edge among
male voters from the beginning
and increased its margin over the
AAP with time. In the survey, the
BJP increased its vote share margin
over the AAP from +4.3% points on
January | to +7.5% points on Fe-
bruary 4. The AAP had a 59% vota
share among male voters in the
2020 election, which declined to
35.5% in 2025.

The AAP managed to secure
more than 55% of the general cate-

gory vote share in the 2020 Delhi
election. However, in 2025, the BJP
got 57.3% of the general category
vote share and the AAP's vote
share dwindled to 31.9%.

Other Backward Classes (OBC)
votes were traditionally split bet-
ween different parties. However,
during this election, the BJP
gained ground among OBCs witha
vote share of 48.6%, while the AAP
got 41.1%. The AAP had an inidal
lead of +5.4% points over the B/P
on January 1, but its margin with
the BJP reduced significantly to
-7.5% points by February 4.

In the final phase of the elec:
tion, AAP witnessed a significant
decline in the Scheduled Caste
(SC) vote share while the BJP and
Congress made gains, largely due
to a targeted outreach towards 5C
wvoters. On February 4, the AAP'S
lead over the BJP narrowed to
+8.5% points, a sharp drop from its
margin of +25.9% points on Janu-
aryl.

Voters with origins in Bihar and
Eastern Uttar Pradesh, also known
as Purvanchali voters, were adea—

Winds of change

The charts are sourced froma Y
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sive factor in many c
The AAP had a lead of +3.5% points
over the BJP a month before the
election. A month later, the AAP
capitulated to Purvanchali voters
as its margin with the BJP reduced
10 -16.7% points (Chart 3).

Impact of Congress
While the Congress was not seen
as a major player in this election,
its impact was felt in key consti-
tuencies where it managed to cut
into the AAP’s voter base, Among
SC voters, its vote share was 7.8%,
an improvement from 6.1% in the
2020 Delhi election survey.
Among Muslim voters, the Con-
greas’ vote share was 19%, a signif-
icant improvement from 12% in
the 2020 Delhi election survey.
Though the AAP managed to win
six out of the seven Muslim-domi-
nated seats, its win margin
ignificantly.

Subhash Tanan is Director and co-founder at
Cacderna Technology Solations
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BJP slams Cong after US
cuts ‘voter turnout’ grant

‘UPA enabled lnﬁltratzon of Indian institutions’

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 16

The BJP on Sunday
claimed that a now can-
celled US-funded pro-
gramme, linked to voter
turnout in India, is a point-
er to the previous
Congress-led UPA govern-

* ment allegedly enabling:

infiltration of Indian insti-
tutions by forces opposed
to the country’s interests.

BJP’s IT department
head Amit Malviya said
on X, “It is becoming
increasingly evident that
the Congress-led UPA sys-
tematically enabled the
infiltration of India’s
institutions by forces
- opposed to the nation’s
interests — those who
seek to weaken India at
every opportunity”

Once again, he alleged,
it is the billionaire US-

based
investor
George
Soros. a
2% “known
by associate”
of the
Congress

party and

Amit Malviya

the Gandhis, whose shad-
ow looms over our elec-
toral process.

Mr Malviya said the
Election Commission in
2012 had signed an MoU

with the International
Foundation for Electoral
Systems’ an organisation
linked to Mr Soros’ Open

Society Foundation,
which is primarily funded
by USAID.

The BJP leader said
those questioning the
“transparent and inclu-
sive” process of appoint-
ing 1India’s Election
Commissionerthad no hes-

itation in handing over
the entire Election
Commission of India to
“foreign operators”.

Elon Musk-headed
department "of govern-
ment efficiency, which has
been constituted by US
President Donald Trump,
has announced that it has
cancelled many pro-
grammes costing hun-
dreds of millions of tax-
payers’ dollars.

The programmes cited
by it included $486 million
to the “Consortium for
Elections and Political

Process Sirengthening”,

including $21 million for
“yoter turnout” in India..
Mr Malviya said, “$21M
for voter turnout? This
definitely is external
interference in India's
electoral process. Who
gains from this? Not the
ruling party for sure!”



TIMEL OFE

$2Im US aid cut for Soter

turnout’

triggers BJP attack

on UPA, ex-CEC ‘clarifies’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Even as BJP on
Sunday said anowcancelled
US-funded programme lin-
ked to voter furnout in ndia
was another example of the
UPA govt allegedly enabling
“infiltration of Indian insti-
tutions by forces opposed to
the country’s interests”, SY
Quraishi, who was chief
election commissioner at
the time, said there indeed
was an Mol in 2012 but any
mention of any funds was
“completely false and mali-
cious”.

BJP seized upon Elon
Musk-headed Department
of Government Efficiency
(DOGE), constituted by US
President Donald Trump,
announcing that it had can-
celled many programmes
costing hundreds of mil-
lions of taxpayers’ dollars,
citing $486 million to the
‘Consortium for Eleciions
and  Political  Process
Strengthening’, which in-
cluded $21 million for “voter
tarnout” inIndia.

‘HOUYES.FIHDSHG'
Quraishi clarifies_

> Rejects claims of funding for
raising voter turnout in India as
false and malicious’, says they
dm‘thve‘anhhofm

> Claims IFES inked to Soros's
Open Society Foundation, which
is primarily funded by USAID

“It is becoming increa-
singlyevident thatthe Cong-
ress-led UPA systematically
enabled the infiltration of
India’sinstitutions by forces
opposed tothenation’s inter-
ests —those who seek to we-
aken India at every opportu-
nity,” BJP’s IT department
head Amit Malviya posted
onX.

» No financing, P12
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No financing
involved in
MoU in 2012;
Former CEC

»FromP1

uraishi, who headed EC
from July 30, 2010, to
June10, 2012, took to X to
tters: “The report in
a section of media about an
MoU by ECI in 2012 when I was
CECfor funding of certain mil-
lion dollars by a US agency for
raising voter furnout in India
doesnothaveaniota of fact.”
He added, “Yes, there was
an MoU with IFES (Interna-
tional Foundation for Electoral :
Systems) in 2012 like we
had with many other agencies
and election management bod-
ies to facilitate training for de-
sirous couniries at ECI’s train-
ing and resource centre, HI-
DEM, which was very new at
The former CEC said there
was 1no financing or even
promise of finance involved in
the MoU. “The MoU, in fact,
madeitelearin blackand white
that there would be no
financial and legal obligation
of any kind on either side,”
he added. He said this stipula-
tion was made at two different
places to leaveno scope for any
ambiguity *
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UScancels ¥
$21 mn grant
meant for voter

turnout in India

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

THE newly-created US Depart-
ment of Government Efficien-
cy (DOGE) headed by billion-
aire Elon Musk said it has
cancelled the previous admin-
istration’s $21 million funding
to support efforts to increase
voter turnout in India.

The funding was part of a
larger $486 million allocation to
the Consortium for Elections
and Political Process Strength-
ening. “US taxpayer dollars
were going to be spent on the
following items, all which have
o = been cancelled,”
it said, giving a
list of funding
commitments
that stand
cancelled.

The list also
includes $29 mil-
lion to ‘strengthen political
landscape’ in Bangladesh and
$20 million for ‘fiscal federal-
ism’ in Nepal.

Reacting to the announce-
ment, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) said it is proof of
external interference in India’s
electoral process. “$21M for vot-
er turnout? This definitely is
external interference in India’s
electoral process. Who gains
from this? Not the ruling party
for sure!,” Amit Malviya, BJP’s
national spokesperson, said.

DOGE was created by Presi-
dent Donald Trump to reduce
government spending.
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BJP points finger at Gongress on claims 4

of US interference in electoral procedure

NEW DELHI: Amit Malviya, BIP's social media cell’s head,
questioned the motives behind the now-cancelled funding and
has termed it external interference” in India’s electoral
process.“$21M for voter turnout? This definitely is external
interference in India’s electoral process. Who gains from this?
Not the ruling party for sure!” said Malviya in a statement.
Malviya further alleged “systematic infiltration” of Indian
institutions by foreign forces, particularly targeting billionaire
investor and philanthropist George 50ros and his alleged
network of global influence through his Open Society Founda-
tion. “Once again, it is George Soros, 2 known associate of the
Congress party and the Gandhis, whose shadow looms over our
electoral process,” he claimed. BIP MP Nishikant Dubey,
speaking in Lok Sabha on February 10, had demanded that the
government probe organisations funded by USAID in India,
alleging that most such outfits worked to create unrest in India.
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