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A LESSON FROM
FRODE AND DELHL

BLYIDED,

ORYBOARD

The just-concluded
assembly election in
Delhi and the bypoll for
the Erode East assem-

— are different in many
ways including the politics, demography
and points of debate. Yet there is a com-
mon takeaway from the two resulis: Di-
vided, you fall
- That DMK would win Erode East
_hands down (it got a majority of 91,558
votes and NTK, the only other serious
contender lost its election deposit) was a
foregone conclusion. What if all the op-
position parties put up a common can-
didate? DMK might have still won, but it
would have been a battle of might. Simi-
larly could an AAP-Congress combine
have beaten BJP in Delhi? Again, not
sure, but it would’ve been a keen contest.

There are reasons — some valid, some
stupid — that these parties did not come
together o take on their common enemy,
but claiming such fragmentation is owing
to ideology and idealism is taking politi-
cal hypoerisy to a different level. Values,
since no party has them in the absolute
sense, are not impediments to political
marriages, egos are. :

If ATADMEK, BJP and PMK were &ry-
ingtomakeastatemsntbyboycottingthe
election, they all have failed. Look at the
numbers: DMK candidate V C Chandhi-
rakumar got more than 1.15 lakh votes,

" just 5,000 more than what Congress car-
didate E V K S Elangovan polled in 2023.
ATADMK had got more than 43,000 votes
in 2023, and the ATADME-BJP alliance
more than 58,000 votes in 2021. This time
the voting percentage (around 68%) Was
Jess than in 2023 (around 75%), yet where
did all the ATADMK and BJP votes go? It
shows that even the cadres of these par-
ties haven’t listened to their boycott calls.
It makes sense that these parties didn't
want to waste their resources on a los-
ing battle, but & united oppesition could
have been a dipstick for the 2026 assem-
bly election.

Indeed, politics is not just arithme-
tic: it takes some chemistry to bring in
the numbers. The chemistry between
ATADMK general secretary Edappadi
K Palaniswami and BJP state president

K Annamalai remains too acerbic for a

bly seat in Tamil Nadu'

A M Shudhagar

YOU FALL

reunion. In Delhi, too, egos came in the
way of an AAP-Congress alliance, mak-
ing things easier for BJE: In 14 of the 70
Delhi assembly seats, BJP’s winning
margin was less than the combined vote
share of AAP and Congress.

Applying simplistic (not scientific)
math, if an AAP-Congress combine won
these seats, they would've crossed the
half-way mark, Or — if the arithmetic ca-
talyses some chemistry — more. A case in
point is Arvind Kejriwal's defeat. He lost
to BJP candidate Parvesh Verma by 4,089
votes in New Delhi, where Congress can-
didate and Sheila Dikshit’s son Sandeep
Dikshit polled 4568 votes (Kejriwal had
defeated Sheila in 2013). While Kejriwal

2017 TO WIS IT: DMK won with a majority of
91,558 votes while NTK lost its depositin the
recent Erode East bypolls

might be regretting his decision to reject
Congress’s demand for about 15 seats,
Congress, which drew a blank, seems o
have learned less while privately rejoic-
ing that AAP hasbeen defeated.

Such parties can learn a thing or
two from CPM and CPIL which have
no gualms in being part of a Congress-
inclusive alliance in Tamil Nadu while
fighting Congress in the neighbour-
ing Kerala, the Left’s last political lung
space. Politics of ideologies is great, but
in an era where virtually every party has
written epitaphs of their own ideologies,
citing ideological differences to discard
alliance possibilities is polifical hara-
Kkiri even the big parties can ill afford. Be
it in Delhi or Erode East, the takeaway
ig simple: If you must defeat a common
enemy, dump your non-existent idealism
and embrace the lesser evil.

- arun.ram@timesofindia.com
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