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DMK romps home in
Erode (East) bypoll

The Hindu Bureau
ERODE

The ruling DMK won the
byelection in the Erode
(East) Assembly consti-
tuency in Tamil Nadu with
amassive lead on Saturday.
Its candidate, V.C.
Chandhirakumar, won by a
- margin of over 90,000
votes, in the constituency
where 1,54,890 votes were
counted in all.
His closest rival was the
Naam - Tamilar Katchi’s
M.K. Seethalakshmi who
secured 15.59% of the
votes. A total of 6,109 votes
went to NOTA.
. The counting went off
without any major inci-
dent.

- The bypoll, which was
held on February 5, was
neeessitated  after  the

V.C. Chéﬁdhirakumar

death of Congress MLA
EV.K.S. Elangovan in De-
cember 2024, who himself
won the seat in the byelec-
tion held in February
2023. |

Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin said the victory was pe-
ople’s recognition for the
welfare measures and pro-
gressive schemes of the
DMK government.
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DMK wins Erode (East) bypoll
by a margin of 91,558 votes

The party’s candidate secured a lead right from the first round. and polled 115709 votes at the

end of the final round: NTK’s candidate came second. securing 24,151 votes: 6109 voted for NOTA

The Hindu Bureau
ERODE

he DMK’ candi-

date, V.C. Chandhi-

rakumar,  regis-
tered a landslide victory by
a margin of 91,558 votes in
the byelection to the Erode
(East) Assembly
constituency.

At the end of the 20®
round of counting at the
Government College of En-
gineering, Chithode, the
votes bagged by Mr
Chandhirakumar stood at
1,15,709. The NTK’s candi-
date, M.K. Seethalakshmi,
came second, securing
24,151 votes. A total of 46
candidates contested in
the byelection. All rivals of
the DMK candidate forfeit-
ed their deposit. The DMK
secured 74.7% of the votes
counted (1,54,890), and
the NTK, 15.5%. A total of
6,109 persons (3.9%) cast
their vote for NOTA, which
finished  third. The
AIADMK and the BJP had
boycotted the bypoll.

Mr. Chandhirakumar se-
cured the lead right from
the first round and wi-
dened the margin in all
subsequent rounds. “This
is not just a win in the
Erode (East) constituency,
but proof of the fact that
we [the DMK] will be suc-
cessful in the 2026 As-
sembly election as well,”
he told mediapersons later.

He thanked Chief Minis-

on Saturday. M. GOVARTHAN

ter M.K. Stalin, Deputy
Chief Minister Udhayvanid-
hi Stalin, and Minister S.
Muthusamy, among oth-
ers, for the victory.

Postal ballots were
counted first at 8 a.m.
Votes polled in electronic
voting machines were
counted from 8.30 a.m. in
the presence of District
Election Officer and Collec-
tor Raja Gopal Sunkara,
General Observer Ajav Ku-
mar Gupta, and Returning
Officer and Corporation
Commissioner H.S. Sri-
kanth. The result of the
first round was declared

Landsfide win: DMK candidate V.C. Chandhirakumar receiving ertiﬁcate of election after his victory

Postal ballots were
counted at first at 8

“a.m. Votes polled in

EVMs were counted
from 8.30 a.m.

around 10.15a.m., and that
of the last round (20)
around 7 p.m. Votes were
counted at 14 tables by 51
counting officials under
the supervision of a micro-
observer. Three control
units developed snags, and
the symbols recorded in
voter-verifiable paper audit
trials were counted and de-

clared in rounds 18-20.

Ms. Seethalakshmi told
mediapersons that the re-
sult was not a setback to
the party as it had secured
more votes this time than
in the previous byelection
to the constituency. “The
DMK won owing to electo-
ral malpractice, and will
definitely face a setback in
the 2026 Assembly elec-
tion,” she said. She further
said NTK chief coordinator
Seeman’s criticism of Peri-
yar did not reduce the par-
tv’s votes, but rather
helped it gain support
among the people.
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Left candidates poll fewer
votes than NOTA in Delhi

The Left parties, which came together to contest
six seats in the Delhi Assembly election, polled
fewer votes than NOTA in all the constituencies,
failing to make any dent. The Communist Party
of India (Marxist) had fielded candidates from
Karawal Nagar and Badarpur, the Communist
Party of India was in the fray from Vikaspuri and
Palam, and the Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) Liberation contested the
Narela and Kondli seats. In the six seats, the Left
parties together polled 2,158 votes, while NOTA
got 5,627 votes. emi
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POLLS 74,7%

DMK records
thumping win
in Erode East
by-election

P SRINIVASAN @crode

THE ruling DMK continued
its electoral winning streak
by emerging victorious in
the Erode East by-election
on Saturday by getting
1,15.709 votes, which was
74.7% of the total votes
polled. DMK's V C Chan-
dhirakumar trounced Naam
Tamilar Katchi's M K See-
thalakshmi by a margin of
91,358 votes. The NTK candi-
date, who had polled 24,151
mﬁes, fnrfewed her &eposit.

- Since all
~ the major
political
parttes in-

DMV DMDK had
(handhiakumar ~ boycotted

S o the Bypoll,
the by-election wasseenasa
direct contest between
DMK's Dravidian pohhcs
and NTK’s Tamil natiohal-
ist outreach.

A total of 46 candidates,
including 44 Independents.

~were in the fray. NOTA

(None Of The Above)
grabbed third place with
6,106 votes.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter thecounting, Chandhira-
kumardedicated the victory
to Chief Minister M K Sta-
lin. “People have reposed
faith in the DMK, the CM
and deputy CM (Udhayam—
dhi Sralin),” he said.
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DMK wins Erode East by 91,558

peaples im;oii ahead Qf ‘the

3 Massemﬁlxeiecﬁim”
~ Seethalakshmi told Te
‘that the result was
not adefeat, buta victory for

10, votes(6.2%). SUBESEE e 1o . NTK as the party has more

" Interestingly 6,109 voters  bypoll tally is : than doubled its tally com-

‘. ap&édfnrNOTAmeo{the thananyotﬁ&rbyelecnon,paredmzmwnmthe
- highest numbers {n a Tamil held inrecent years. sameconstituency.

. Nadu assembly election, “Thehbypellvictory isaref- ;
likehduetutheboycotthy erendum of Dravdian model » Demand for change, P8

rupur i

a rebuttal to DMK’ slogan
that Erode was ‘Periyar

- Mann’ (Land of Periyar). :



i [
TIMES OF Ivpin Daodwdd: O.02. 2025

£

DMK sails through in Erode
East, NTK doubles vote share

Some AIADMK
Voters Would

 Have Skipped

Voting: Analysts

V Mayilvaganan &
Senthil Kumaran !

Erode: The bypoll for Erode
East assembly segment has
turned out to be a win-win
election for both DMK as well
as its principal opponent in
thefray NTK.

If DMK has increased its
vote share and widened the
victory margin considerably,
the NTK has polled its high-
est tally in an election in Ta-
mil Nadu. The Tamil nation-
ahstpartyhasachieveda 15.5

*; vote share, close to double
its average vote share in the
state. Though NTK had failed
to secure a deposit by a nar-
row margin, the party’s rank
and file are jubilant that they
managed to poll more than
24,000 votes. “Though we nev-
srhad the money and muscle
power of DMK, wehave-given
them a sense of fear” said
NTK candidate M K Seetha—
lakshmi.

The DMK on the other
hand secured 74 % of the
votes polled, which has turn-
ed out to be the highest the
DMK front had achieved in
bypolis since 2021. DMK's VC
Chandhirakumar poiled
about 5,000 votes more than
the votes bagged by EVKS
Elangovan in 2023.

But the key question that
the results have raised is
ahout ATADMK votes. Theop-
position party had polled
about 43,000 votes in the by-
poll held for the segment in
2023. Where -would these
votes have gone? As the poll
date neared, several voters
decided to vote oncaste lines.
The DMK candidate was a
mudaliar and the NTK candi-
date a gounder. Both commu-
nities live in large numbers
in the segment and a section
of them from AIADMEK and
BJP decided to back the can-
didate from their respective
castes.

Political analysts point
yutthat a section of ATADMEK
voters would have stayed

wtemﬁngandsemmbaﬂo&stomeasmmtsmﬁdmm&ode

East bypoll. Meanwhile, a jubilant DMK member distributes sweets,
celebrating VC Chandhirakumar’s victory by a margin much higher
than £ V K S Efangavon's in the 2023 bypoll

VOTESHAREMYEAIIS

| (442%) | 583%
| (384%)

seg | R bR

asn| 7

away from exercising their
franchise due to the boycott
decision. This could be the
reason for the dip in voter
turnout compared o 2023. [n
the last election, 1.7 lakh vot-
ers turned out fo vote while
now only 1.5 lakh came to the
polling booths. Their votes
could have been splitbetween
NTK. Nota and DMK as well.

Nota saw a rise from 738 in
2023 to 6100 now. The NTK's
vote share spike was also at-
tributed to AIADMK and BJP
VOtes.

Analysts say that Seeman
had upset AIADMEK cadm:
too by his harsh criticism of
Periyar E V Ramasamy, azui
thev could have chosen to
votefor DMK,
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DMK’s Chandhirakumar wins
Erode East; 45 lose deposit

COIMBATORE: The Dravida
Mmlﬁa Kazhagam's VC

! kumar rompsad
home a decisive win with a
margin of 91,558 votes in the
Emde!ut bypolls.

Cbam!hirakumaraecuredlb,m
votes while his archrival Naam
Tamilar Katchi (NTK) candidate
Seethalakshmi zot 24,131 votes.
Even though this victory was on
mm&rmmmm

citing irmwhrﬁim. such a huge

vote margin came as a surprise.
Since the first round of count-

ing, = Chandhirakumar main-

dm inciuding sem'al ADHK’; two leaves symbol.
peadenh who were testing Following his death due o a
electomlwaten,ajiexceptcm Teart attack. his father and Con-

dhirakumar lost their deposits.  gress leader E Elangovan
n the 2021 assembly polls, Con-  won the bypolls jh 2023, with
gress  candidate Thirumagan 66.233 votes t AIADMK's

Everaa had won the Erode(E)seat KS Thennarasu. Subselmenﬂy
by 8904 votes against Tamil EVKS Elangovan's death on De-
Maanila Congress candidate Yu- cember 14 last year necessitated

mia.wfwmhstedmmeﬂ this bypoil. » More on P2
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Model code lifted in
Erade (E) constituency

COIMBATORE: The Model Code of
Conduct (MCC), which was in
effect in Erode East assembly
constituency, was lifted with the
end of counting on Saturday. Over
last few weeks, the flying squad
and static teams of election dept
carried out checks across the
constituency and seized those
carrying above Rs 50,000 without
valid documents. Of total Rs 54.13
lakh seized from those carrying
without documents, Rs 41.85 lakh
has been returned upon furnishing
documents and the remaining Rs
12.27 lakh has been deposited in
the treasury. With the end of
counting process, the temporary
check posts established and
guarded by armed cops in areas
like Sampath Nagar, Ellai
Mariamman Kovil and Moolapat-
tarai were removed.
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