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FIFTY YEARS A

No signa
papers: plea conceded

New Delhi, April 29: The system of obtaining the
signatures of voters or their thumb impressions
on the counterfoils of the ballot papers will be
done away with. This decision was announced
by Mr. H.R. Gokhale, Union Minister for Justice,
at the conclusion of his second round of
discussions with the Opposition leaders on
electoral reforms to-day.

The meeting was attended by representatives
of the Congress, Congress-O, DMK, ADMK, CPL,
CPM, Socialist Party, Jan Sangh, BLD, Muslim
League and the Republican Party. Mr. P.G.
Mavlankar represented the independents.

The Cabinet Ministers who were present
during the talks were Messts. Jagjivan Ram,
Swaran Singh, Uma Shankar Dikshit, K.
Raghuramiah and H.R. Gokhale, who led the
discussions. Mr. Om Mehta, Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs, and Mrs. A. Sarojini
Mahishi, Minister of State in the Ministry of
Justice, were present.

- M. Gokhale readily conceded the demand
that obtaining of signatures or thumb
impressions had a tendency to violate secrecy of
the ballot. The Governiment, he said, was not
prepared to accept this complaint but if they
had any such apprehension, it had no objection
to give up this process. This system was
introduced only in 1973. The Opposition leaders
very happy that the Government had conceded
their demand.

The Opposition parties made it clear that they
were not prepared to discuss in isolation the
more vital question relating to increase in the
ceiling fixed on election expenses. They did not
want that the law should be changed just now to
be made applicable to the Gujarat elections.
They maintained that election expenses by
political parties and candidates should be gone
into thoroughly. Even though Mr. Gokhale was
willing to discuss the issue to-day, the
Opposition leaders wanted him to deferittoa
later date.
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Aadhaar
sharing by
voters
voluntary: EC

NEW DELHI: As the Election
Commission works to
purify electoral rolls of
duplicate entries, sources in
the government asserted on
Tuesday that Aadhaar
sharing by voterson a
voluntary basis as pre-
scribed in the law will
remain unaltered.

They underlined that sharing
Aadhaar details with poll au-
thorities is voluntary under
the Election Laws (Amend-
ment} Act, 2021 and it will con-
tinue to remain so.

The sources also noted that

there is no plan to tweak the
law or related rules in this re-
gard. %
They were responding to
questions on whether thers
was a proposal fo make
Aadhaar sharing compitlsory
as also whether voiers who
don’t share details will have to
explain before poll authorities
the reasons for not giving out
details. -

They said the ground rules
, wilt remain unaltered and no
provision is proposed to be
added as of now.

Amid a debate on the purity
of electoral rolls, the Election
Commission of India had said
last month that the regular up-
dating process of the voter list
will be strengthened in close
coordination with the birth
and death registration au-
thorities.
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SC defers plea to stop
convicts from forming
parties, holding posts

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday deferred to
August 11 a plea to restrain
convicted persons from
forming political parties and
holding posts in them.

A bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar refused the final
hearing on the PIL filed by law-
yer Ashwini Updhyay.

1 do not want to reserve any
more judgement,” the CJI, who
demits office May 13, said.

The bench then posted the
case’s final hearing on August 11
and allowed the parties to file
written submissions.

The PIL, filed in 2017, sought
barring convicts from forming
political parties and becoming
office-bearers during the period
they were disqualified.

The bench previously won-
dered how convicted persons,
who are barred from electoral
potitics, could decide candidates
in polls and ensure maintenance
of probity in public life. “Here is
a person who is convicted and

disqualified from contesting .

an election. How can he de-
cide the candidates for
election? How can the .
purity of demoeracy
be maintained?” the
bench asked.

The plea claimed

40 per cent of the legislators
were either convicted or faced
{rial. “That is why there is re-
sistance. They do not want pro-
bity,” it added.

The top court on December 1,
2017 sought the response of the
Centre and the Election Com-
mission on the PIL and agreed to
examine the constitutional va-
Tidity of section 29A of the Rep-
resentation of the People Act
(RPA), 1951 (RPA), which deals
with the pewer of the pell panel
to register a polifical parfy.

The plea, as a resulf, soughta
direction to declare Section 29A
of the RPA as “arbifrary, fra--
tional -and ultra-vires” to the
Constitution and to authorise
the poll panel to register and un-
register political parties.

The petitioner also sought a
direction to the Election Com-
mission to frame gridelines fo
decriminalise the electoral sys-
tem and ensure inner party de-
‘moeracy, as proposed by the Na-
tional Commission to Review
the Working of the Constitution.

Even a person who has been
convicted of heinous crimes
like murder, rape, smug
gling, money lavndering,
loot, sedition, or dacoity, -
ean form a political
party and become its
 president or office
s bearer, it added.
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