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Indians fear fake news but are less concerned about press freedom

In India, the share of people who believe that media freedom exists is higher than the share of people who believe it is important

L DATA POINT f

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

n India, while there is wides-
l pread anxiety about misinfor-
mation and fake news, people
largely do not attribute it to go-
vernment influence. Instead, a re-

| Reporters Without Borders. While

India has consistently ranked be-
low 100 since 2003, the situation

| has worsened significantly in re-

Iatively large share do not mind |

greater state censorship, accord-
ing to the Iatest survey by the Pew
Research Center.

Survey data suggests that while

distrust in fake news is high, confi- |

dence in systemic solutions such
as a free press remains low. In fact,
a relatively large share of respon-
dents believes that the media is

free from state censorship and |

supports greater state control over
the press. In other words, the data
indicates that many citizens view

misinformation as stenyming from |
| tries; and between 70% and 80%

sources such as social media,
WhatsApp, or other non-govern-
mental actors, rather than from
state censorship or suppression.
In India, 65% of the respon-

dents said that made-up news and |

information is a very big problem
in the comntry. This is one of the
highest rates arnong the 35 coun-
tries surveyed and places India
among the top 10 nations where
this concern is most strongly feit.
At the same time, only 68% of
the respondents said that it is very

or somewhat important for the |

media to report news without state
of government censorship — the
second-lowest rate among the 35
countries surveyed. In fact, 80% of
the respondents believe that the
media in India is currently some-
what free or completely free from
state intervention. This is one of
the highest rates among the coun-
tries surveyed and places India
among the top 10 cnce again.

This dichotomy has serious im-
plications for press freedom in In-
dia, which has been deteriorating
rapidly. In 2024, Indja ranked 159
out of 180 countries in the World

Press Freedom Index published by !

cent years.

Chart 1 shows the share of res-
pondents who said that made-up
news and information is a very big
problem in their country. In Ban-
gladesh, South Korea, Chile, Co-
lombia and Thailand, over 70% of
the respondents felt this. In Peru,
Philippines, Turkey, Greece and
India, more than 65% or more of
the respondents said so. The con-
cern for fake news was lowest in
Singapore, Poland, Sweden, Neth-
erlands, and Israel.

Chart 2 shows the share of res-
pondents who said that it is very or
somewhat important for the me-
dia to report news without state or
government censorship. The share
was above 90% in Greece, Sweden,
the UK., and 11 other countries;
between 80% and 50% i 13 coun-

in five countries. In India and Ke-
nya, less than 70% of the respon-
dents emphasised the need for a
media free of state censorship.
Chart 3 shows the share of res-
pondents who said that the media
is currently completely/somewhat
free in their country. India, Swe-
den, Netherlands, Philippines,
Australia, Kenya, and Thai-

| land are the eight countries where

80% or more of the respondents
said that the media is now com-
pletely or somewhat free. In Chile
and Greece, less than 40% felt so.

Reading Charts 2 and 3 together
offers a different perspective. India
and Kenya are the only two coun-
tries where a larger share of res-
pondents believe that the media is
free (80% or more), while a smail-
er share (less than 70%) emphasise
the importance of media freedom.
In other words, in 33 of the 35 na-
tions surveyed, there is a ‘press
freedom gap’, which means the
share of people who feel media
freedom is important is greater
than the share who believe it ex-
ists. In contrast, in India and Ke-
niya, this gap is reversed.

Dangerous dichotomy

The data for the charts were taken from Pew Research Center’s ‘Free Expression Seen as Important Giobally, but Not

Everyone Thinks Their Country Has Press, Speech and Internet Freedoms’ released in April 2025
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i Chart 2: % who say it is veryfsome-
what important for the media to
report without state censorship
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2 Pak nationals
held over bid to
secure voter IDs

DC CORRESPONDENT
RAIPUR, APRIL 28

Two Pakistani nationals
were arrested in
Raigarh district in
Chhattisgarh for secur-
ing voter ID cards by
producing fake docu-
ments, police said on
Monday,

Iftikar Sheikh (29) and
Arnish Sheikh (25) were
late on Sunday arrested
in the wvillage of
Kodatarai, police said.

The two accused, origi-
nally hailing from
Karachi in Pakistan,
held valid Pakistani
passports and the Long
Term Visas (LTV) and
were staying -in the
‘house of one Yakub
Sheikh in Kodatarai vil-
lage, the police said.
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Two Pak nationals arrested for
illegally obtaining Indian IDs

The policein Chhattisgarl's Raigarh have arrested tWO pakistani nation-
als who allegedly acquired Indian voter identity cards through fraudutent
means. The Pakistani nationats, iftekhar Sheikh (29) and Armish Sheikh
(25, are siblings. Their parents had died during the Covid pandemic. The
duo had been staying in the Kodatarai area of Raigarh, 230 km east of
Raipur. Their arrest comes amid a drive launched by the tocal police to
ansure that there were nc Pakistani nationals ittegatly staying there,
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