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High Court refuses
to reject plea filed by
OPS challenging MP
Navas Kani’s election

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Monday refused to reject
an election petition filed by
former Chief Minister O.
Panneerselvam challeng-
ing the victory of Rama-
nathapuram MP K. Navas
Kani of the Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML) in
the June 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

Justice C.V. Karthikeyan
dismissed an application
filed by the MP to reject the
election petition, and held
that that the veracity of the
allegations regarding the
suppression of facts in the
election affidavit filed by

the MP could be ascer- -

tained only if a full-fledged
trial was conducted by the
High Court. “The parties
must be granted an oppor-
tunity to put forward their
views by gracing the wit-
ness box. It would not be
an exercise in futility (as
claimed by the MP in his
plea to reject the election
petition at the threshold)
but rather it would be a
venture to discover the
“correct facts,” the judge
observed.

In his election petition,
Mr. Panneerselvam had ac-
cused the MP of having not
disclosed in his election af-
fidavit that he was the di-
rector in S.T. Couriers Priv-
ate Limited, Madras Media
Private Limited and Pelita
Nasi Kandar Private Limit-
ed, and the remuneration
that he was receiving from
those enterprises. The
election petitioner had al-
so wondered how the MP
could have obtained a loan

AL iy
The plea challenged the victory
of the IUML leader and
Ramanathapuram MP in the

2024 Lok Sabha election.

of ¥91.75 lakh from his son,
as claimed in the affidavit
filed along with the nomi-
nation papers, when the
latter’s income in the last
five years was only around
720 lakh. Therefore, he
sought to set aside the elec-
tion on the ground of false
declaration.

Justice Karthikeyan held
that the genuineness of the
allegations could be found
out only on analysis of oral
and documentary evi-
dence to be adduced by
both sides during the
course of the trial. He said
the MP could produce evi-
dence to disprove the alle-
gations, instead of seeking
to reject the election peti-
tion in limine.

Following his expulsion
from the AIADMK, Mr. Pan-
neerselvam contested the
election from Ramanath-
apuram constituency asan
independent  candidate
supported by the BJP.
When the vofes were
counted on june 4, 2024,
Mr. Kani was declared to
have won by a margin of
1.66 lakh votes after he was
found to have secured
5,09,664 votes as against
3,42,882 votes polled by
Mr. Panneerselvam.
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ECis ‘compromised,
claims Rahul Gandhi
during his U.S. visit

The Congress leader cites the ‘unusual increase in the voter turnout in

the last two hours of voting during the Maharashfra Assembly election

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ongress leader Ra-
C hul Gandhi, who is

o a visit to the Un-
ited States, has alleged that
| the Election Commission is
' “compromised”, and cited
the “unusual” increase in
the voter turnout in the last
two hours of voting during
the Maharashtra Assembly
election.

Mr. Gandhi, who arrived
in the US. on April 19,
made the remarks at an
event in Boston on Sunday.
He asserted that the Con-
gress party has been rais-
ing this issue and claimed
that “there is something
wrong with the system”.

The Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha said
that more people voted in
the Maharashtra Assembly
polls than there were in the
State.

“The Election Comimnis-
sion gave us a voting figure
for 5.30 p.m., and between
5.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m., 65
lakh voters voted. This is
physically impossible to
happen. For a voter to

Voicing concern: Rahul Gandhi in a meeting with Overseas

Congress chief Sam Pitroda in Boston on Sunday. Ant

vote, it takes approximate-
ly three minutes, and if you
do the math, it would
mean that there were lines
of voters till 2 a.m., but this
did not happen,” Mr. Gand-
hi said.

‘They changed law’

“When we asked them for
the videography, they not
only refused but also
changed the law so that
now we are not allowed to
ask for the videography. It
is very clear to us that the
Election Commission is
compromised, and it is ve-

ry clear that there is so-
mething wrong with the
system. I have said this
multiple times,” the party
leader added. ;

The Congress leader,
who began his interactions
with the business and In-
dian community mem-
bers, will visit Brown Un-
iversity in Rhode Island on
April 2122,

At Brown University, the
Leader of the Opposition is
scheduled to deliver a lec-
ture and interact with fa-
culty members and stu-
dents.
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EC compromised,
Rahul saysin US

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 21

A political slugfest broke
out between the BJP-and
the Congress after the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, speaking at an
event in Boston in the
United States, alleged that
the poll panel was “com-
promised”. He atfacked
the EC citing turnout fig-
ures in the Maharashtra
- election, drawing a strong
reaction from the BJP,
which called him a “trai-
tor”. Mr Gandhi noted he
had been raising the issue
earlier and alleged “there
is something wrong with
-the system”.

Mr Gandhi claimed that,
in simple terms, more peo-
ple  voted in the
Maharashtra Assembly
elections than there were
adults in the siate.

“The Election
Commission gave us a vot-
ing figure for 5:30 pm, and
between 5:30 pm and 7:30
pm, 65 lakh voters voted.
This is physically impossi-
ble to happen. For a voter
to vote, it fakes approxi-
mately three minutes, and
if you do the math; it
would mean that there
were lines of voters till 2
am, but this did not hap-
pen,” he said. |

“When we asked them

for the videography, they"

not only refused but also
changed the law so that
now we are not allowed to
ask for the videography,”
Mr Gandhi said. “It is very
clear to wus that the
Election Commission is
compromised, and it is
very clear that there is
something wrong with the
system. I have said this
multiple times.”

BP7

(OLLEGIUM
RECOMMENDS 7
JUDGES’ TRANSFER

New Delhi, April 21: The
Supreme Court collegium
has recommended the
transfer of seven, includ-
ing four from Karnataka,
high court judges.The col-
legium, headed by Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
took the decision in meet-
ings held on April 15 and
197 -
“With a view to infuse
inclusivity and diversity at
the level of high courts and
to strengthen the quality of
administration of justice,
the Supreme Court col-
legium in its meetings held

on 15th April, 2025 and 19th’

April, 2025 has recom-
mended transfer of the
judges of high courts,” a
collegium resolution said.
The recommendations
asked Justice Hemant Ch-
andangoudar frem Kar-
nataka High Court to be
sent to Madras High Court,
Justice Krishnan Nata-
rajan to Kerala. . -

EC R
compromised,
Rahul says in US

FROM PG 1

Hitting back, the BJP
accused Mr Rahul
Gandhi of “treachery”
for questioning the EC.
Dubbing Mr Gahdhi a
“traitor” for his alleged
remarks against the EC,
the BJP accused him of
venting his frustration
over the ED's action in
the National Herald
case on the poll body
The ruling party
claimed that insulting
the nation and blaming
Indian ‘democracy to
“cover up his own elec-
toral failures has
become his favourite
sport” and that he is
“addicted to venting out
his political frustration
on foreign soil”.

Attacking Mr Gandhi
over his remarks, BJP
national spokesperson
Sambit Patra said: “You
are venting the ire over
the ED’s (action in the
National Herald case)
on the Election
Commission. Nothing
will happen by doing
s0...The ED will not
spare you because agen-
cies work on the basis of
facts and the National
Herald matter is an
open and shut case,
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EC compromised,
says Rahul on Maha

pollin US;

PREETHA NAIR @New Delni

LEADER of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi has al-
leged that the ‘Election Com-
mission is “compromised” and
claimed that there is something
very wrong with the electoral
system, citing the surge in the
mumber of voters in the Mahar-
ashira election. 3
His comments,
made at an event in
the US, drew a strong
reaction from the BJP
which called him a
“traitor”. During his
speech, Gandhi said
that he had been rais-

BJP livid
“\When we asked them for the
videography, they not only re-
fused but also changed the law
30 that now we are not allowed
to ask for the videography,’
Gandhi said. “It is very clear to
us that the Election Commis-
sion is compromised, and it is
very clear that there is some-
thing wrong with the system. I
have said this multiple
times,” he asserted.

" The BJP-Shiv Sena-
NCP coalition Mahay-
uti had trounced the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
alliance of the Con-
gress, NCP (SP) and
Shiv Sena (UBT) in

ing the issue and as- \pOLL ROLL #he Maharashtrapolls
serted that “there is BUNGLING’ in November lastyear.
something wrong y However, the BJP
with the system”. The RahulGandhi  jipked his criticism to
Congress MP, who ar- alleged that,in  ihe Enforcement Di-
rived in the US on Sat- simple ferms,  rectorate’s action in
urday, made the re- more people  the National Herald
marks at an event in voted in the case, alleging he had
Boston on Sunday. Maharashtra . pot only “insulted”

He claimed that, in assembly polls  ¢he country’s institu-
simple terms, more thanthetotal  tions on foreign soil
people voted in the nurmber of adults . gyt had also indulged
Maharashtra assem- in the state. in corruption, and
bly elections than the said he and his moth-

total number of adults in the
state. “The EC gave us a voting
figure for 5:30 pm, and between
5:30 pm and 7.30 pm, 651akh peo-
ple voted. This is physically im-
possible. For a voter fo vote, it
takes approximately three min-
utes, and if you do the math, it
would mean that there were
lines of voters till 2 am, but this
did not happen,” he said.

er will be “sent to jail” for
“embezzlement”.

Taking exception to Gandhi’s
remarks against the Election
Commission, BJP MP and na-
tional spokesperson Sambit Pai-
ra accused the Congress leader
of venting his ire over the En-
forcement Directorate’s action
in the National Herald case on
the Election Commission.



woﬂcz.\zmi DELHI: The Election
Commission is “compromised”,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
alleged at an event in the US as
he attacked the poll panel citing
turnout figures in the Mahar- .
ashira election, drawing a
strong reaction from the BJP
which called him a “traitor”.

Gandhi noted that he had been rais-
ing the issue earlier also and al-
leged that “there is something
wrong with the system”.,

. However, the BJP linked his erit-
icism to the Enforcement Directo-
rate’s action in the National Herald
case, alleging he had not only “in-
sulted” the country’s institutions
on foreign soil but had also in-

dulged in corruption, and said he

and his mother will be “sent to jail”
for “embezzlement”. LE

Gandhi arrived in the US on Sat-
urday and made the remarks at an
mﬂﬂ ﬁwwsu on Sunday.

e er of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha claimed that, in simple
terms, more people voted in the Ma-
harashtra assembly elections than
there were adults in the state,

“The Election Commission:
gave us a voting figure for
5:30 pm, and between 5:30
pm and 7:30 pm, 65 lakh
voters voted. This
is physically im-
possible to hap-
pen. For a voter
to vote, it takes
approximately
three minutes,
and if you do
the math, it
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Rahul in US: Very clear
EC is compromised

would mean that there were lines
of voters till 2 am, but this did not
happen,” he said.

“When we asked them for the vid-
eography, they not only refused but
also changed the law so that now we
are not allowed to ask for the vide-
oﬁ.ww:w_ " Gandhi said.

“It is very clear to us that
E.m&o.: Commission is 85%%
mised, and it is very clear that there
is something wrong with the sys-
tem. I have said. this multiple
ﬁﬁem%._. he said.

e BJPled coalition had
trounced the Congress, NCP (SP)
and Shiv Sena (UBT) alliance in the
Maharashtra polls in November
last year.

Taking exception to Gandhi’s re-
marks against the Election Com-

. mission, BJP spokesperson Sambit

Patra alleged that Gandhi was
venting his ire over the Enforce-
Hmﬁ Directorate’s action in the
National Herald case on the Elec-
gaZooEEWmmom,

“Nothing will ha by doi
so. The ED will uﬁuwmwwm woﬂ wwn.
cause agencies work-on the basis of
m.mﬁ.m. and the National Herald mat-
ter is an open and shut case.

“You are a traitor, not just be-
cause you insult Indian institu-
tions and Indian democracy on

foreign soil but also because
yYou and your mother have
embezzled crores of rupees of
the country in the Na-
, tional Herald case,

% You and your
mother will not be

able to get away

with this,” Patra
said. »More on P7

After Rahul’s attack on
BJP calls Oppn Leader

NEW DELHI: The BJP on
Monday called Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi a
“traitor” for his remarks
against the Election Commis-
sion and accused him of
venting his frustration over
ED action in the National
Herald case on the poll body.

The former Congress chief, who
is on a visit to the US, raised ques-
tions on the BJP-led coalition’s
victory in the Maharashfra polls
and alleged the Election Commis-
sion (EC) was compromised.
Flaying Rahul Gandhi for his
remarks, BJP national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra said, “You are
venting the ire over the Enforce-

ment Directorate on the Election
Comnission.”

“The ED will not spare you be-
cause agencies work on the basis
of facts and the National Herald
matter is an open-and-shut case.
You will not be spared. You and
your mother will be caught with
the proceeds of crime and sent to
jail,” he said at a press conference
at the BJP headquarters.

S‘ You will not be

spared. You and your
mother will be caught with
the proceeds of crime

and sent to jail

— Sambit Patra, BJP
national spokesperson

poll panel,
‘traitor’

“You are a traitor, not just be-
cause you insult Indian institu-
tions and Indian democracy on
foreign soil but also because you
and youwr mother embezzled
crores of rupees of the country in
the National Herald case. Youand
your mother will not be able to get
away with this,” Patra said.

He also asked Rahul Gandhi i
the BC was compromised when
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, his sis-
ter, was electad to the Lok Sabha
from the Wayanad seat in Kerala.
“In the 2024 Lok Sabha poils, the
BJP won 240 seats and the Con-
gress 99. The Congress was then
calling the resuits its victory and
the BJP’s defeat. Was the EC com-
promised then?” he asked.
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