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Election rules
row: SC allows
3 weeks for
EC response

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday granted three
more weeks to the Election
Commission (EC) to res-
pond to the pleas of Con-
gress general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh and others
against the recent amend-
ments to the 1961 election
rules.

A Bench comprising
ChiefJustice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice Sanjay Kumar
had issued a notice to the
Centre and the poll panel
on January 15 on Mr. Ra-
mesh’s plea and sought a
response. The Bench set
July 21 for the next hearing.

The government has
tweaked an election rule to
prevent public inspection
of certain electronic docu-
ments, such as CCTV cam-
era and webcasting foot-
age, besides video
recordings of candidates,
to prevént their misuse.

Mr. Ramesh’s plea was
filed in December and had
expressed “hope” that the
apex court would help
“restore the fast eroding”
integrity of the electoral
Pprocess.
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BCI to hear ¥
‘D-leaves’ row
on April 28

CHENNAL: The Election
Commission of India (ECD
will resnme the hearing of
the long-standing dispute
over ATADMK's ‘Two-Leaves’
symbol on April 28.

The Commission has directed
both the petitioner and the re-
spondents, including ATADMK
General Secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami and expelled AT-
ADMK leader O Panneerselvam,
to appear for the hearing in Del-
hi. The resumption of proceed-
ings follows the Madras High
Court's verdict in February,
which vacated a stay order that
had halted the ECFs inquiry into
the party’s internal affairs.

“T am directed to state that per-
sonal hearings were conducted at
ECI Secretariat on December 23
and 24, 2024 to hear the parties
involved in Writ Petition No 5300
of 2024, as well as various other
individuals who submitted rep-
resentations,”  said = ECI's
Ashwani Kumar Mohal ina com-
munication addressed fo peti-
tioner § Surya Moorthi. Expelled
ATADMEK leaders V Pugazhendhi
and KC Palaniswamy are also
among the petitioners in the case.
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