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TMC raises duplicate voter
I-cards issue, stages protest

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

Trinamul Congress MPs
on Friday held a meeting
with the full bench of the
Election Commission (EC)
and submitted a memo-
randum demanding that
the poll panel reveal the
number of duplicate Elec-
tors Photo Identification
Cards (EPICs) and that
voter identity cards
should not be linked with
Aadhaar. The TMC leaders
then marched from the EC
office to Vijay Chowk and
then to the Parliament
© House complex, where
they protested over the
issue. In-their memoran-

dum, the TMC demanded
action on the duplicate
voter-identity cards issue
and urged the EC fto
explain how it will ensure
that duplicate and fake
Aadhaar numbers will not
be linked to EPICs and

how fake and ghost voters

will not be added to the
electoral roll through this
mechanism.

“We again reiterate our
request that ‘the EC
should, in the interest of
transparency, declare the
total number of duplicate
EPICs that currently
exist,” the memorandum
said. The TMC said there
have been credible allega-
tions of Aadhaar cards

being cloned and the use
of these cloned Aadhaar
to facilitate fake voter reg-
istration. The TMC has
asked the EC how it will
ensure that the alleged
cloning of Aadhaar does
not affect the EPIC and
electoral registration of
voters.

The leaders also said the
proposed exercise of link-
ing EPICs with Aadhaar
is premature and will only
create more problems
rather than selving those.
“Therefore, at this stage,
the All India Trinamul
Congress expresses its
strong objection’to the
proposal of linking EPICs
with Aadhaar,” they said.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has dismissed a plea
seeking the review of its
decision rejecting the peti-
tions for confiscating Rs
16,518 crore received by
political parties under the
2018 electoral pond scheme.
A bench of Chief Justice
sanjiv Khanna and Justices
J.B. Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra dismissed the review
plea filed by one Khem
singh Bhati against the top
court's decision of August 2,
2024. The apex court had
then rejected the petition
seeking confiscation of
money received under the
d scheme: PT/

on electronic bonds

.New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has dismissed a plea
seeking review of its deci-
sion rejecting the petitions

for confiscating "16,518
crores received by political
parties under the 2018 elec-
toral bond scheme. A bench
of Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna and Justices

J.B. Pardiwala and Manoj

Misra dismissed the review
plea filed by one Khem
singh Bhati against the top
court’s decision of August 2,
2024. The apex court had
thep rejected the petition
seeking confiscation of
money received under the
scheme. The bench on March
26 held, “The review petition
is dismissed in terms of the
signed order. Pending
application(s), if any, shall
stand disposed of” The top
court’s order, made available
recently, also refused to
accept the petitioner’s
prayer for an open-court
hearing in the matter.
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* SC turns down review plea on electoral bondsf

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court hasreject-
ed a petition seeking review of
its earlier decision denying the
petitions for confiscating
716,518 crore received by politi-
cal parties under the 2018 elec-
toral bond scheme.

The review plea was filed by
one Khem Singh Bhati chal-
lenging the top court’s decision
of August2, 2024.

“We don’t find any merit in
the review plea. Accordingly,
we dismiss it,” said a three-
judge bench led by Chief Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna, which was
comprised of Justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra,
while dismissing the review
plea.

On Aungust 2, 2014, the SC re-
jected a batch of pleas, includ-
ing the one filed by Bhati, who
filed the review, seeking a
court-monitored probe into the
electoral bonds scheme (EBS)
and observed it couldn't order
aroving inquiry.

The review plea sought a re-
call of the order dismissing a
previous petition seeking con-
fiscation of money received un-
der the scheme. Therefore, it

DNoter: 0B-alr9a9 5

sought the plea’s restoration
and a fresh hearing.

In October last year, the top
court dismissed a petition seek-
ing a review of the Constitu-
tion Bench’s February 15 judg-
ment, which struck down the
Electoral Bonds scheme as
unconstitutional.

On February 15, in a land-
mark verdict, the top court held
that the electoral bonds scheme
must be struck down as uncon-
stitutional and directed banks
to stop issuing bonds

immediately.

“The Union has been unable
to establish the measure adopt-
ed in clause T(4)1) of the elec-
toral scheme is the least restric-
tive measure,” a five-judge
bench, headed by the CJI (Re-
tired now) D Y Chandrachud,
said in the order.

The Supreme Court also
declared the Amendments
to the Income Tax Act provi-
sion and Sec 29C of the
Representation of Peoples Act
to be ultra vires.
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