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93% TN MLAs facing criminal charges,
25% of them serious offences: Report |

CHENNAJ: A report by the about wans and i
Association of Democratic immediate mmn};ns m[?lml?sfg ac?‘:&?&iﬁi mdec!nared cases
Reforms (ADR) has revealed the state’s model of governance. related to murder registered
;!:gn}mgtmndsm'hmﬂ According to the report, out of  against them and 13 legislators.
h us_politicgl landscape, the 24 elected legislators analysed, face charges of attempted mur-
including s_izmﬁmg wealth asmany as 132 (53%) have declared  der. Three MLAs are facing cases
accun_mlahqn by legmlau_:rs criminal cases against them. This  related to crimes against women
combined with anappalling  marks 2 steep rise from 2015, when  including allegations of tape, the
number of criminal charges only 34% of winning candidates report states. A
against them. hn;mmmttd su;g‘asmm The ADR report also high-
. s -seven (25%) in the lights the gender divide i
The study, which analysed vari-  state legislative assembly are fac- sﬂmassemgeiy. ﬁ&d::mmm '
ug:patm&rs&umtheaiﬁda— ing serious criminal charges, in- in Tamil Nadu are women, the
W¥its submitted dtn-lng the 2021 cluding murder, attempted mur-  national average is 10%.
elections, raises serious concerns der, and crimes against women, » Full report on PS.

58% rise in criminal cases among TN MLAs,

women representation less than nat’l avera

cHEeea A damning report by the Association of
Demoeratic Reforms (ADR) has revealed alarming
trends in the State political landscape, which has
flagged a nearly doubling of eriminal cases against
MILAs elected In the 2021 polls for the Tamil Nada
Assembly, when compared to the aMidavits of
Iegislators elected in the 2016 elections.

ADR has also exposed significant risa in wealth accumula-
tion hy legislators combined, which looks bad with an

ADR FLAGS CASES, ASSETS &

SKEWED REPRESENTATION °

equally appalling number of criminal charges against them. g o g
‘The stuly, which analysed m‘s‘w.;pgnmmhm the '_3"
affidavits submitted during the 2021 ions, throws light e E.; itting MLAS
on (he rise in the munber of legislators with criminal charg: o % W gm“m h(ﬂz[‘;ga
s and an increasing concentration of wealth among them. ot __ serlous criminal
While the findings have raised serious concerns about charges such as
the transparency in the political landscape of Tamil Nadu. it 0 0 murder, attempted
has ealled for: intnediate and serious veforms fn the State's 0 0 murder, and erimes
model of governance. outof 224 of si;lmg nrcius mc: m:; winning d against women
legistators elected TN have crimi dates ha
Jump in criminal casas among State’s In the 2021 State cases, as pera reported pending
According to the report, out of 224 elected legislators who Assembly polls study of their criminal cases in
were analysed, as many as 14 (5 per eent) have criminal had pending affidavits their 2016 TN
cases against them. This marks a steep rise from 2016, when criminal cases submitted for the . Assembly
only 34 per cent of winning candidates had reported such 2021 polls elections affidavit
razes. Almost doubling of elecfed representatives with crim-
inal cases is raising coneerns. =
Similarly, 57 MLAs (25 per cent) are [acing serious crimi-
nal charges, including serions offenses such as murder, at-
tempted murder, and erimes against women. As per the re- 13 42
port, two MLAs have declarerd cases related to murder regis- legislators face out of 5 PMK DMK legislators of them are
tered against them, and 13 legislators face charges of at- charges of legislators (74 per cent) accused of
tempted murder. Three MLAs are facing cases related to attempted face serlous hava criminal serlous offenses
crimes against women, including allegations of rape, murder charges cases

The statistics point fo an increasing trend in criminal be-
‘haviour within the State's political system which leads toa
question of integrity and transparency. The report also
clearly notes that the criminal cases against legislators are
not just confined to one party but is prevalent across multi-

ple political groups. The ruling DMK has 98 MLAs (74 per 6 out of 16 Congress

eent) with eriminal cases, including 42 accused of serious legislators face .o
offenses. The Indian National Congress hasGoutof ISMLAs | L cerious criminal fi '
facing serious criminal charges. Similarly, 3 out of 5 PMK == charges 0

legislators have serious charges against them.

Wealth accumolation among MLAS on the rise
Along with the increase in criminal cases, the ADR report
also highlights an appalling concentration of wealth among

legislators. The report reveals that a majority of winning [S salue

candidates in the 2021 elections are individuals with assets :;s,:; assot ‘,"‘. : m:lm whenmn:wfﬂ\

Gt BEVREK] ek Ea value reported 9 the wealth of leglslators between
192 out of 224 winning candidates have declared assets by MLAs In 2016 the 2016 and 2021 alections

exceeding Rs | crore. The average asset vaine per MLA has

increased from Rs 8.21 crores in 2016 {o Rs 12.27 crores in

2021, pointing to a nearly 50 percent jumip in just five years. ‘ 9

At 5% women MLAs, TH fares worse than national average 4 092 ¥y iy

The ADR report has highlighted another important concern b 0

in the State political arena. Tamil Nadu, which is very vocal 5 / v &

aiouta progressive oullonkand eminisn, docs OEGITer he. | am son s 0 B

muchneeded space for women in the Assembly. Whileonly | 504 three Union Territories, The of MLA in Tamil Nadu are

5 percent of MLAS in Tamil Nadu are women, fhe national | gy was based on the afidavits women, less than the national

average is 10 percent, submitted by the candidates average of 10 percent

Electoral reforms need of the hour, says report

The growing wealth and gender gap has raised concerns about

the acressibility and approachability of politicians fo ondinary

people. Tt also enables politicians to hoard manpower to in-

dulge in unlawful activities that are a threat to transparent
S iy,

gove number of erimival
cases against electoral candidates throw Tight on the lack of
ac hility and kening d in the state.

a

Tha findings of the ADR report have sparked discussions
on the need for electoral reforms to ensure a more transpar-
ent and accountable political system. There have also been
growing demands to prevent individuals with serious crim-
inal cases from contesting elections as well.

Apart from this, activists have also called for more strin-
gent rules to he introduced to ensuve that candidates fully
disclosa their assets and sources of income.

3 MLAs are facing cases related to crimes against women, includinig allegations of raph

T12.27 cx

192 out of 224
winning candidates
have declared assets
exceeding Rs | crore

Is the average
assal value per
MLAIn 2021

38.21 cr v

50%

.

1,205 (29 %)

are facing serious charges such as murder, attempted
murder, kidnapping, and crimes against women
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