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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
Na.376/3/2015/ SDR . e Dated: 16™. March, 2013

To. .-.;. ) / )

The Chief Electoral Officers .
of al} States and UTs. B

~

Sub:  Printing of ballot papers- photograph of candidate to be also printed along with the
- - other particulars. -
Madany/Sir,

-

‘ Under Rule 49B  of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, the ballot paper to be
displayed on the balioting unit of the EVM shall contain such partictilars 25 the Commission
may specify. Similarly, Rules 22 and 30 provide, inter alia, that the particulars on the postal
ballot paper and ordinary ballot paper shall be as specified by the Commission.

2. In terms of the abovementoned Rules 22, 30 and 49B, the Cornmission has specified

the particuiars 1o be printed on the ballot paper to be displayed on the balloting unit and the
postal ballol paper. The particulars so specified al present are the serial numbers for the
candidates, names of candidales and the election symbel allotied to each candidate and a
panel for None of the Above’ afler the name of the l2st candidate. The existing directions
which apant from the pariculars 1o be printed, also contain specifications en other zspects,
such as. size of the ballol paper, size of panels, number of columns, ete., have been given in

the Handbook for the Retuming Officers.

-

3. The Commission has noted that there are many cases wherce candidales with same ar
sirnilar nemes contest from the same constituency. Although appropriate suffixes are added
10 the names of candidates in the eveni of two or more candidates having same name, the
Commission considers that additional measures are required Jor removing canfusion in the
minds of electors al the time of voung. There is also a wril petitien on this very subjec
pending before the Hon*ble Supreme Court [ WP {C ) Na. 341 of 2014~ Akash Gahlot Vs.

Election Commission of India & anather].

4 Having considered all aspects of the matter, the Commission in partial modificatior

of its exisling directions under Rule 22, Rule 30 and Rule 49B of the Conduct of Electior

Ruies. 1961, hereby specifies thal for elections 1o be held from 1% May, 20135 onwards, the




postal ballot papers, the ordinary ballot papers and the ballot papers to be displayed on the
balloting unit of EVM shall, in addition to the particulars as per the existing directions, also

contzin the photograph of the candidate. The photograph of the czndidate shall be printed in

tse panel for the name of the candidate and shall appear on the right side of the name in

between the name and symbol of the cendidate. The size of the photograph printed on the
ballot paper shall be 2 cm.X 2.5 cm. ( two cm. in breadth and 2.5 cm. in height). A sample
ballot paper for election to Lok Sabha is enclosed for reference (Annexure-1).

3. ‘The above direction for printing of photograph of candidate on the ballot paper shall

also apply in relation io elections by Assembly members and elections from Council
constituencies. [n respect of the said elections, the directions are in exercise of powers under

Rule 30 as made applicabie to these elections by Rule 70 of the said Rules.

6. The specifications for the photopraph are as foliows:

{i) Candidates are required 10 submit their recent photograph (laken during the
preceding period of 3 months before the date of notification) .
(i1} Photograph should be of stamp size 2 cm.X 2.5 cm. { two ¢m. in breadsh and 2.5
 ¢m. in height) in white/off white background, with fuli face view directly facing
the camera, neutral facial expression with eves open. The photo may be in colour
or black and white as may be conveniens for the candidate.
(ii1)  Photograph should be in normal clothing. Phatograph in uniform is not parmitied.

Caps/hats shouid bz avoided. Dark glasses also to be avoided.

7. The candidates at every election shall be required io submit their photograph

conforming to the above requirements/specifications alongwith their nomination papers and,
in any case, laiest by the date fixed for scrutiny of nominations. The photograph should
bear the signature of the candidate/election agent on the reverse side of the photograph. When
the photograph is submined, the candidate/election agent/proposer submitting the photograph
shail be asked 1o give a declaration stating that the photograph being submitted is that of the
candidate (mentioning the name and address) taken during the period of preceding 3 months.

A printed format for the declaration as annexed (Annexure-2)to this letrer shall be kept with
the RO/ARO for this purpose.

8. When the nomination is filed, if the photograph of the candidate is not submitted, the

RO shali give a notice asking the candidate (o submit the phoiograph laies: by the date of




'scrutiny of nomination. in the same Natice, it shall aiso be added that if the photograph is not
submitted, hisfher photograph will not be printed on the ballot paper. If any candidate still
fails or refuses to give his photograph, that candidate will not have his photograph printed on
the ballot paper, It may bs added that non-submission of the photograph by the candidate

. shall NOT be a ground for rejection of the nomination of the candidate.

o The Refurning Officer shall display a list of validly nominated candidaies with the

photographs of the candidates against their names on the day following the daie fixed for
scrutiny of nominations. The Returning Officer shail inform the candidates ai the time of
scrutipy that the photographs to be printed on ballot paper will be displayed on his netice
board on the next day (time may also be specified). If there is any error in the photograg.
other particulars, the candidates/others will get an opportunity to point out the same o the

Returning Officer for rectifying the error.

I0.  These directions may be brought io the notice of all DEOs, ROs and other election
anthorities in the State/UT. These may also be brought to the notice of all political parties
hasad in your State, including the State Units of recognized parties. A press release may also

be given fo1 wider dissemination of the directions.

11. Please nole that as mentioned in paragraph 4 above, these directions shall be

applicable for eleciions to be held from 01-05-2015.
11.  Please ackmowledge receipt
Yours rauniuily,
Oy
- i _
(K.F.WILFRED)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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Vaikasi 14, Manmadha, Thiruvalluvar Aandu-— 2048

Part V—Section 4

Notifications by the Election Commission of india

DIRECTION BY THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

ELECTION COMMISSION'S DIRECTION ON PRINTING OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE CANDIDATES ON THE POSTAL

BALLOT PAPERS, THE ORDINARY BALLOT PAPERS IN THE BALLOT PAPERS TC BE DISPLAYED ON THE BALLOTING
UNIT OF ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINES.

No. SRC G-10/20185.
The following Direction of the Tlection Commission of imdia, Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110 001, dated
21st May, 2015 is republished:-

No.5T8/3/204 5/ISDR:—Whersas, under Rules 22,30 and 498 read with Rule 70 of the Conduct of Elecfions Ruies, 1981, the

ballot paper to be displayed on the balloting unit of the EVM, ordinary ballot papers, and postal ballot papers shall contain such
particulars as the Election Commission may specify; and :

1. Whereas, in terms of above menfioned Rules, the Commission has specified the parficulars to be printed on the ballot
paper to be displayed on the balioting unit and the postal balict paper,

and on ballot papers for elections from Council Constituencies
and at elections by Assembly members; and -

2. Whereas, the Commission has noled that there are many cases where candidates with same or similar names contest
from the same Constituency, and although approptiate suffixes are added to the names of candidates in the event of two or more
candidates having same name, the Commission considers that additional measures are required for remdving confussion in the

minds of eleclors at the fime of voting, and further, the Commission considers that photographs of candidates on ballot paper will
facllitate the electars in casting their votes and also the candidates in their campaign:

3, Now, therefore, after having considered ali aspects of the matter, the Comemission, in partial modification of its existing
directions under Rule 22. Rule 30 and Rule 498 read with Rule 70 of the Conduct of Etections Rules 1981, issued from fime to.
fime, hereby spasifies that for all elections to be held from 1st May 2015 onwards, the postal ballot papers, the ardinary baliat
papers and the ballot papers to be displayed on the balloting unit of EVM shall, in addition o the parficulars as per the existing
directions, also contzin the phatograph of the candidates printed thereon, The photograph of the candidates shall be printed
in the panet for the name of the candidates and shall appear to {he right side of the name in between the name and symbol of
the candidate or the column for marking vote/praference, as the case may be. The specification for the photograph shall be as
follows:-

(i) The candidates are required to submit their recent photograph (taken during the preceding pes-":oci of 3 months before
- the date of nofification.)

(i) The photograph should be of stamp size 2 cm. ¥ 2.5 cm. (2 c.m. in breadth and 2.5 ¢.m. in height) in white/off white

background, with full face view directly facing the camera, neutral facial expression with eyes open. The photo may be in colour
or black and white as may be convenlent for the candidate.

DTP V-4 Ex. (114)
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(i) Photograph should be in normal clothing. Photograph In uniform is not permitied Caps/hats sheuld be avoided.
Dark glasses also are to be avoided.

4. The above direction shall apply in relation to all eleclions o the House of the People, Council of States, Legislaliva Assembly
and Legislative Council to be held hereafier.

{8y Order)
ANUJ JAIPURIAR,
Secrelary,
Election Commmission of India.
Secretarial, ' SANDEEP SAXENA,
Chennai-600 008, Chief Electoral Ofiicer and
28th May, 2015, . Principal Secretary fo Government,

Public {Elections} Depariment.

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE DIRECTOR OF STATIONERY AND PRINTING, CHEMNAL
ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU.



By Speed Post/E- Mail

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nm’ar.,han Sndan_ Ashok Road, New Delhi-110 001
Daled: 19" Jupuary, 2016

Na.576/3/2015/SDR

To.
The Chief Electoral Ofhicers
of all Stawes/UTs. :
Sub: - Printin ng of bailot papers-photogr aph of candidate 10 be alse printed along with the other

" particulars-reg.
th

Sir.
nvite reference 1o the Commission’s lefier of even pumber dated 16

stter it has been directed that
P

" am directed tai
CP Lhr-.h 20135 un the ;ubject ciled above. In paragraph § of the said |
1 of the candidate is not submitted alongwith narmination paper. the RO shall :,-'/
ale of serutiny af

i the photourapt
dive u notice asking the candidate to submit the photograph latesl by the d

pominalion.

»~ There have been some suggestions Lthat a formet for this notice to be given. as referred W0
W

sccordingly, the Commission has no

ahove. shauld alsa be prescribed by the Commission
approved for this purpose 15

areseribed a standard format For such potice. Copy of the format

f
f
{ .
enclased.
¢ notice of all DEOs, ROs and othey authontes concerned (of

This may be brought o th

=

compliance o all future election. The political parties based in the States may also be informed

. Kindly acknowledge receipt.
Your srlmth{ul Iy

'\

\}I tH'\

({ N.T. Bluma }
Under Sceretary
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Orignal/Duplicate
{Original to be kepi with nomination paper and

e . .Duplicate to be handed over to candidate)
Notice by Returning Officer for rion-submission of Photfograph of the

candidate

1

Name of constifuency
Name of the candidate

Date and time of filing nomination paper
Sl No. of nomination papar

As per the direction of the Elecfion Commission, photograph of the candidate is required
fo be printed on the ballot paper.

It is hereby brought to your notice that you have not submitted your photograph for this
purpose,

You are required to submit your photograph by 3 P.M. on {date fixed for

scruiiny of nominations).

The specifications for the photograph are as follows:

0] Candidates are required to submit their recent bhotograph (teken dusing the

preceding period of 3 months before the date of notification).

(i) Photographs should be of stamp sixe 2em. X 2.5cm. (two cm. in breadth and 2.5
cm. in height) in white/off white background, with full face view directly facing the
camera, neutral facial expression with eyes open. The Photo may be in colour or
black and white as may be conveniant for the candidate.

(i)

Photo graph should be in normal clothing. Photograph in uniform is not parmitied.
Caps/hats should be avoided. Dark glasses has aiso {0 be avoided.

The photograph has o be submiited along with the declaration in the enclosed format.

It may be noted that if photograph is not submitted by the time menticned above, your
photo will not be printad on the ballot paper.

Received

{Signature of candidate) Signature of RO/ARD

Date & time:
Place:



